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PREFACE
This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee CS-034, Safety of
Private Swimming Pools, to supersede AS 1926.1—1993, Swimming pool safety,
Part 1: Fencing for swimming pools.
This Standard incorporates Amendment No. 1 (May 2008). The changes required by the
Amendment are indicated in the text by a marginal bar and amendment number against the
clause, note, table, figure or part thereof affected.
The objective of this Standard is to assist pool owners/users in avoiding pool-related
drowning by providing design, construction and performance of various barrier options,
which are designed to deny, delay or detect unsupervised entry to the swimming pool area
by young children.
This Standard is part of a series dealing with barriers, location of barriers and water
recirculation and filtration systems for swimming pools, as follows.
This is a free 6 page sample. Access the full version online.
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This edition incorporates the following major changes to the previous Standard:
(a)

Correction and clarification of some inconsistencies.

(b)

Changes to the effective height of a fence and other barrier measurements.

(c)

Additional requirements for permanent bodies of water.

The revision of this Standard was undertaken to correct technical and diagrammatic errors
and to clarify particular safety issues.
Statistical evidence shows that the majority of drowning deaths in private swimming pools
involve children under five years of age. For this reason, the requirements established by
the Standard are directed at obtaining a barrier that will make it difficult for a young child
to gain access to a pool area, whether under, over, or through the barrier.
It should be noted that the provisions of this Standard relate to barriers that are intended to
be child resistant but not childproof, as effectiveness of the barrier is very much dependent
on its location, installation and maintenance.
The requirements are established with the intention of leaving a high degree of flexibility to
the consumer in the choice of barrier, desirable aesthetics and cost.
Requirements for the effective use of barriers in protecting children from pool hazards are
given in AS 1926.2, Swimming pool safety, Part 2: Location of safety barriers for swimming
pools. Requirements for gate units for private swimming pools are set out in AS 2820, Gate
units for private swimming pools.
The terms ‘normative and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the
application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part
of the Standard, whereas in an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance.
Notes to the text contain information and guidance. They are not an integral part of the
Standard.
A1

Statements expressed in mandatory terms in notes to tables and figures are deemed to be
requirements of this Standard. All dimensions for all Figures are in millimetres, unless
noted otherwise.
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1

SCOPE

AND

GENERA L

1.1 SCOPE
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This Standard specifies requirements for the design, construction and performance of
fences, gates, retaining walls, windows, doorsets and balconies intended to form a barrier
that will restrict the access of young children to swimming pools.
NOTES:
1

Public swimming pools have different human dynamics, such as access for people with
disabilities, increased gate usage, crowd behaviour and supervision, and the duplication of the
requirements of this Standard may not always be appropriate.

2

Appendix D gives a broad guide to some of the key construction criteria that need to be met
by some of the more common types of barriers, in order to comply with the requirements of
this Standard.

1.2 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS
The following document is referred to in this Standard:
AS
2820

Gate units for private swimming pools

1.3 DEFINITIONS
For the purpose of this Standard, the definitions below apply.
1.3.1 Arc of operation
The area defined by the movement of a gate from fully open to fully closed.
1.3.2 Barrier
The assembly of components, natural or otherwise, that forms the intended barrier to the
pool. The barrier includes items such as posts and panels, gates and doorsets constructed or
natural walls, sides of buildings, child-resistant windows, balustrades on a balcony, where
they form part of the intended barrier.
1.3.3 Child-resistant doorset
A doorset that comprises a door, door frame, self-closing device and self-latching device,
and designed to provide an access way from the building to the swimming pool.
1.3.4 Fencing
A barrier comprising a fence and associated gate or gates.
1.3.5 Fencing height
The height perpendicular to the finished ground level at any point along the length of the
fencing, measured on the outside of the fencing (see Figure 2.1).
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